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Social media as tools

‘Social media have become coordinating tools for
nearly all of the world's political
movements’ (Shirky 2011)

How hard is it to imagine a site like Facebook
inadvertently disclosing the private information of
activists in Iran or China, tipping off governments to
secret connections between the activists and their
Western funders? (Morozov 2011)



Social media as assemblages

Theoretically, the challenges primarily lie in
understanding the uniqueness of social
networking sites as assemblages where software
processes, patterns of information circulation,
communicative practices, social practices, and
political contexts are articulated with and
redefined by each other in complex ways
(Langlois et al. 2009)



Tunisian Revolution
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RT @EbtihalMubarak: Saudi cartoonist @Nejer mocks
Qaddafi's latest speech on Tunisian revolution: Mooooo
http:/bit.lyfsw25R so true! #SidiBouzid #Qaddafi
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RT @ecleel: "@88Mona88: RT @AliAldafiri; .= |46
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RT @Tharwacolamus: Hundreds of Tunisian expats i
Brussels celebrate the ouster of #Tunisia's president
Winnipeg Free Press - hitp://goo.gl/YQ315

RT @halmustafa: <=

u_rtl:nil o calhs ,ahm http://bit.
FJRUOCc #SidiBouzid #I' unisia #BenAli #Gaddafi



Bennett & Segerberg (2012)

Connective action networks that self-organize
largely without central or ‘lead’ organizational
actors, using technologies as important
organizational agents.

Two elements of ‘personalized communication’ that
we identify as particularly important in large-scale
connective action formations are: (1) Political
content in the form of easily personalized ideas (...)
(2) Various personal communication technologies
that enable sharing these themes.



Create New Group

Create a shared group for you and some of your friends, like your
n movie night buddies, sports team, siblings or book club.

Group Name: |[11] + ||

Members: | Which people do you want to add to the group?

Privacy: (O 9 Open
Anyone can see the group, who's in it, and what
members post.

® B Closed

Anyone can see the group and who's in it. Only
members see posts.

() ) Secret

Only members see the group, who's in it, and what
members post.

Learn more Cancel







Sami Ben Gharbia (interview 2012):

Our aim is first to get the information out of
Facebook because it's a closed platform. Not
everybody has access, or knows how and where
to find the information on Facebook. After that
we publish it on a blog with a clear structure,
pages, archives, where the usability of the
information is refined. It can also be re-publish
on YouTube. Then we tweet the url to inform,
where one can see the information.



Nasser Weddady (interview 2012)

We have been working for years on developing a
strategy that includes the complete media
machine: understanding media relationships
between broadcasted media, printed media,
satellite channels, and news agencies.



Conclusion



